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3.1. Information and data

Data [Structure] [Context] Meaning

Information



3.2. Data use

Data Types

Alphanumeric

Qw3r!y

Boolean

True or False

Date

01/01/2023

Currency

£1.09

Decimal

1.1

Integer

2023

Percentage

75%

Real

1, 2.23

Text

Ab1£;.0

Data
Type:

Example:



3.2. Data use
Validation 

Tools

Data type 
check

Price is in 
currency 
format

Input mask 
Format check

UK postcode 
is in LLNN 

NLL format. 

Length check

Mobile 
number has 

to be 11 
integers in 

length

Limited 
choice

Drop-down 
list to select 

month

Lookup

Checks that a 
postcode is 

valid by 
looking up 

the data in a 
list

Presence 
check

Checks that 
the postcode 

has been 
entered for 

delivery

Range check

Secondary 
school year 

group 
entered can 

only be 
between 7-

11

Validation 
Tool:

Example:



3.2. Data use

Verification Tools

Double entry

Setting or resetting a 
password as the password 
needs to be entered twice. 

The second entry is checked 
against the first entry to make 

sure they are the same.

Manual checking

Entering data from a paper-
based survey

Verification 
Tool:

Example:



3.3. Data collection methods

Data collection 
methods

Primary

Email

Interview

Online questionnaire/survey

Secondary

Books and magazines

Government statistics

Websites



3.4. Storage of collected data

Storage of 
collected data

Logical location

Cloud

Physical location

Internal

Primary hard 
drive

Network drive

External

Portable solid-
state drive (SSD)

Portable USB 
flash drive

Network-
attached storage 

(NAS) device

Portable wireless 
drive



3.5. Application of testing to a 
range of contexts

Te
st

 d
at

a Extreme data

Invalid (erroneous) data

Valid data



3.5. Application of testing to a 
range of contexts

Ty
p

es
 o

f 
te

st
in

g
User testing

Technical testing


