
 

 

 

 

 

 

20th July 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
  
Re: Uniform 
 
We understand these have been difficult times and it is with hope that we look forward to 
our preparations for the students return in September; with this in mind I am writing to 
inform you that our expectations with regards to uniform will not change. Students are 
expected to wear full school uniform including tie, blazer and a bag to keep all of their 
personal possessions in. A cost effective, weatherproof coat is advisable, as well as an 
umbrella for inclement weather conditions (these can be stored in the student’s school bag 
during the school day). 
  
Students will be provided with a pencil case and stationery at the start of the school year 
and will be expected to replenish this themselves, as the year progresses. Unfortunately 
students will not be able to borrow equipment from each other or members of staff, so if 
they do not have their own equipment their learning experience may be diminished and 
they will be unable to access aspects of the curriculum. Students will also need their own 
calculator which can be purchased through ParentMail and picked up from Reception. 
  
The most challenging aspect of school uniform is footwear; this is not helped by stores and 
catalogues advertising ‘school shoes’ which are clearly not shoes, but training shoes. We 
have always insisted our students wear black school shoes for school and not a sport or 
training shoe; not only are these the most cost effective for parents, but also adhere to a 
policy whereby all students feel comfortable and are able to focus on their attainment 
without worrying about the opinions of others. It also helps that, when school shoes are 
purchased, they are only worn for school.  
  
This advice was sent last year: 
‘Please accept this letter as fair notice that inappropriate footwear will not be accepted next 
academic year and where students do not comply, they will be expected to have these 
changed immediately.’ 
  
Our school website is clear that training shoes and sports shoes ARE NOT an acceptable 
form of footwear to be worn in school. We expect all footwear to be plain black and to 
comply with the standards set of a school shoe. Unfortunately there are shoe 
manufacturers who have produced what we call a ‘hybrid’, which whilst not a functioning 
training shoe, cannot be categorised as a school shoe and look more like a pump or 
sneaker. Sports brands including Nike, Adidas and Under Armour are not acceptable, 
neither are fashion brands including Hugo Boss, Android Homme and Armani.  
  
If you are deliberating if a shoe could be classed as a school shoe – the chances are it is 
not and therefore should not be bought for school. 
  



We know you want your child to be educated in a school where standards are high, 
expected and upheld and appreciate your assistance in this matter, as our Lasallian values 
become easier to instil when home and school are working together. Invariably students 
will inform you that “Everyone is wearing them!” may I assure you, everyone is not wearing 
them, most students do wear school shoes. Training shoes and shoes with sports logos 
are only allowed to be worn for PE and when playing sport during lunchtime, these are not 
classed as a school shoe.  
  
I thank you for your support with this expectation and ensuring your child attends school 
wearing the required black school shoes. The amount of time pastoral staff have to spend 
on ensuring uniform expectations are met, is time which could be spent doing essential 
work with students after their return to school following the extended break in September, 
so please help us with this and ensure the correct footwear is worn. 
  
Enjoy the summer and we will be in touch closer to September, thanks in advance for your 
help and support. 
  
Yours sincerely 
  
Mr P Hale 
Deputy Headteacher 


